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May 2, 2019

RE: Official Notice, State Committee Meeting

Party Leaders,

This is your Official Notice of the Democratic Party of Arkansas (DPA) 
State Committee Meeting on Saturday, June 1, 2019.

Date & Time:
Saturday, June 1, 2019 at 10:30 am

Location:
The Hotel Hot Springs
305 Malvern Ave, Hot Springs, AR 71901 

Agenda:
On the agenda for this meeting will be a general session with reports 
from all the Party Officers. Please expect discussion and voting on the 
following subjects: 

• 10 Proposed Rule Changes (Please see the included memo from 
Chair Jay Barth and the Rules Committee.)

• Arkansas 2020 Delegate Selection plan (The 2020 Draft Delegate 
Selection Plan is available on our website along with the opportunity 
to leave public comments. If you request a printed copy, please call 
or mail the DPA at the phone number or address in the footer of this 
letter.)

• 2020 Filing Fees

In addition, there will be three breakout sessions. Lunch will be 
provided.
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RE: Official Notice, State Committee Meeting

Meeting Notes: 
If you require disability accommodations, please contact Communications Director Reed Brewer 
at brewer@arkdems.org or 501-374-2361 ex. 2004. If you cannot attend the meeting, there will 
be a GoToMeeting virtual access call-in audio-only webinar available, please just contact Reed 
Brewer for information.

To: State Committee

From: Jay Barth, Chair, Rules Committee (for Tamika Edwards, Frederick Freeman, Barrett 
Goodwin, and Betty Pickett)

Now that the major overhaul to the DPA rules have been operating for several years, we put 
forward several rules changes to improve the operations of the DPA.  These are all relatively 
minor changes.

1. p. 1/Line 13: change citizen to “individual”; p. 1/Line 18: change “citizens of the United 
States” to “Americans”; p. 1/Line 20: change “citizens” to “those.” [We do have active 
Democrats who are individuals on the path to citizenship whom we want to fully embrace in 
the Democratic Party of Arkansas.]

2. p. 3/Line 16: change “may” to “shall” to create consistency in practice across the counties.

3. p. 3/Line 16: change “county registered voters” to “individuals” to allow Young Democrats 
under the age of 18 and others to become full members of county committees.

Sincerely, 

Teresa Gallegos
DPA Secretary
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4. p. 3/Line 33: change “On the first Monday” to “No later than 30 days”; Add new second 
sentence on Line 34: “The County Convention may take place at either a regular meeting 
of the County Committee or a specially called meeting.” [This year, Arkansas law changed 
allowing more flexibility on the timing of a County Convention. This takes advantage of that 
new flexibility to the benefit of County Committees.]

5. p. 11/Insert new subsection (d) and adjust last two subsections to (e) and (f):  “(d) 
Officers. Current officers of the party, as defined in Section 7.01, who are not otherwise 
members of the State Committee.”  [In a couple of occasions, officers have not been members 
of the State Committee; this would remedy that awkward omission.]

6. p. 12/Line 34: Add new first sentence to this subsection: “A State Committee member 
elected pursuant to section 4.01(a) who misses three (3) or more meetings of either the State 
Committee or their County Committee shall be required upon notice to show good cause 
therefore or may be dismissed from the Committee by its vote.”  On Line 35, remove “(a),” 
along with comma after (b).  [This affirms the importance of County Representatives also 
remaining engaged with their County Committees to serve their role as liaisons between the 
State and County Committees.]

7. p. 14, Section 5.03: Add new last sentence “No current Democratic Party of Arkansas staff 
member may be elected as a member of the Executive Committee.”

8. p. 15: Delete last sentence of Section 5.06 regarding notice to the news media.

9. Insert new Section 5.10 and renumber the subsequent section: “ Conflicts of Interest.  A 
member of the Executive Committee with a financial conflict of interest on a matter before 
the body shall recuse from any discussions or votes on that matter.”  [While vendors and 
consultants should not be barred from the Executive Committee, we want to be clear on the 
need for members to be thoughtful about recusing themselves from certain matters.]

10. p. 16-17: Add new final sentence to sections 6.01 and 6.09: “The chair or his/her designee 
shall be a non-voting ex officio member of all such committees.”

If you have any questions, please reach out to the Rules Committee at rules@arkdems.org


