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Prospectus
REBUILDING &
SUSTAINING 
OUR PARTY

Our Party has a 
plan to restore 
operational integrity, 
to take on Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders 
and Trumpism at 
home, & to build an  
enduring organizing 
infrastructure.
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Our Democratic Party of 
Arkansas is entering a 
period of great founda-
tional building momen-
ts that have the poten-
tial to set us on the path 

for success -- yes, even in a state like 
Arkansas. A fresh, driven, and expe-
rienced new leadership team is hard 
at work following party elections held 
last October. We are building for the 
2022 election,  and to create enduring, 
sustainable structures for our Party.  
 
Chair Tennille and Vice Chair Hart are 
instilling a new culture of accountabi-
lity, focus, and purpose-driven com-
mittment to our cause. Our successes 
will be achieved because of thoughtful 
strategic planning, meaningful metri-
cs, and well-executed, tactical delive-
rables. This is our path forward, and 
we look forward to making the case to 
Arkansas and our supporters.
 
This election presents unique challen-
ges and opportunities, including 
playing an important role in the natio-
nal narrative over the future of Trum-
pism in  our country. Arkansas is on 
the frontlines with Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders topping the ticket for the Re-
publican Party of Arkansas. Our work 
in Arkansas will go a long way toward 
defining the new GOP and estab-
lishing the messaging and field ope-
rations that work best in this political 
landscape.
 

Our Party,  Who We Are, What We Fight For
We are the Party that fights for every 
American to work and live with decen-
cy, respect, and fair pay. We are the 
Party that believes Arkansas is worth 
fighting for. We work to fix our brid-
ges and roads, to bring broadband In-
ternet to every home, and to bring a 
world class education to every  child. 
This is the Arkansas we believe in. 
 
The people that make up this Party 
and lead this Party are in many ways 
as strong as ever. Party faithful are co-
ming back to the table in meaningful 
ways and a host of new voices are rea-
dy to take the lead. We are embracing 
this new unity and support from both 
state and national advocates. Now it’s 
time for our institution, our party, to 
catch up and deliver the support nee-
ded to get our candidates over the line.  
 
We know where we can maximize our 
impact in 2022. Last election in sta-
te House elections we lost one race 
by just 16 votes, won another by only 
24 votes, while Rep. Megan Godfrey 
showed us how to expand a 29 vote lead 
to a 600-plus margin. This party can 
make or break the elections that will 
allow us to break the GOP-superma-
jority stranglehold on our Legislature.  
 
This is OUR Party, and it’s up to us to 
fight for it. We do that with sustained 
committments through our Heart of 
the Party donor program, through or-
ganizing, and by getting our message 
out where it matters. Arkansas can do 
great things- let’s do this work toge-
ther.

Grant Tennille
Chair of the Party

The newly elected Chair was 
the state’s lead economic de-
veloper under Mike Beebe’s 
adminsitration. He’s com-
mitted to uniting our party 
on a firm foundation.

Our party’s Vice Chair is an 
Iraq War combat veteran, 
mother, wife, and non-profit 
CEO. Hart is a fierce advo-
cate for all that makes Ar-
kansas our home.

Nicole Hart
Vice Chair of the Party

A B O U T  U S

Chair Grant Tennille speaking at the 
“Stop the Split” rally, Oct. 2021
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Arkansas’s political trajectory has reached a deceptively stark 
plateau with current GOP dominance presenting a false 
sense of permanancy or worse, inevitability. But the reality 
offers Democrats some truly meaningful decisions to make 
as we become the party we need to be in these times and for 
our future. We have paths to victory in all parts of Arkansas, 

we must be brave enough to take them.  
 
We know, no matter what the pundits say, Arkansas is not a Republican sta-
te, it is a non-voting state. We know that Arkansas is last in voter turnout. 
We know that Arkansas is last in voter registration. We know that, in 2020, 
there were close to 100,000  likely Democratic votes left on the table. We 
know that there are more than 414,000 unregistered voters left out of the 
conversation entirely. 
 
The way to reach these voters is not a mystery. It takes funding and support 
to implement the time-tested, battleground proven voter turnout and voter 
registration operations that have lead to heoric successes in state’s like 
Georgia. We need your support to do the work that will meaningfully move 
the needle in Arkansas. 
 
This is the era of fighting for every vote, building trust in every home, and 
being bold about what it means to be an Arkansas Democrat. This party is 
in our hands, it’s up to each one of us to join together to build our future -- 
we’re ready for it!

The State of Arkansas Politics

WHAT’S AT STAKE IN 2022
The 2022 Election is our best chance 

to shift the narrative and change the 
tone in Arkansas. Our state is under 
assault by extremists who have hija-
cked the Republican Party of Arkansas 
and our state government. The worst 
of D.C. is coming home to roost, and 
more and more Arkansans are finding 
it hard to accept what is happening. 
Arkansas Democrats are ready to call 
for normalcy and respect, to support 
our communities and businesses, and 
to focus on improving educational 
opportunities and quality of life for 
every Arkansas family.  

This year presents the additional 
challenge of responding and adapting 
to the redistricting of federal, legisla-
tive, and local seats. The GOP holds 
supermajorities in both chambers of 
the Arkansas Legislature. We must 
bust the supermajority to regain a vo-
ting bloc with the numbers needed to 
block and shape reckless tax cuts and 
to have a meaningful voice at the ta-
ble across the board. We can do this 
by protecting our incumbents and pi-
cking up just _ seats in the House and 
_ in the Senate. This is a tangible goal 
with real world power implications.

IN 2022, SARAH SANDERS 
WILL RUN FOR 
GOVERNOR OF 

ARKANSAS.
 

THE ARKANSAS DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY IS READY TO DO 

WHATEVER IT TAKES TO PUSH 
BACK & SUPPORT OUR 

DEMOCRATIC NOMINEE.

The high stakes of the gubernato-
rial election, and national recognition 
of what it represents more broadly, 
equips our Party with a breakthrough 
opportunity to establish a long-term 
sustainable organizing infrastructu-
re in Arkansas. This is something our 
Party has not done in recent elections 
but can and must do moving forward. 
We must maximize this window and 
the focus and resources it can afford 
us.

Arkansans don’t want their schools 
defunded, bridges closed due to 
structural failures, or entire towns 
stuck in a future without broadband 
or economic opportunity. But Repu-
blicans aren’t offering solutions, ins-
tead they’re threatening to bankrupt 
the state by eliminating the income 
tax entirely. In their Arkansas, only 
a few counties get to succeed and a 
few families get to collect almost all 
the benefits of our state. We have to 
put Arkansas first and have faith in 
our people -- the Democratic Party of 
Arkansas is the only party ready to fi-
ght for a fair deal for ALL Arkansans.  

The data is clear: many 
people in Arkansas are tired 
of divisive GOP-style politics. 
We know who and where 
these people are, but we need 
to have the key resources to 
be able to reach them.  
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Our state deserves a strong Democratic Party of Arkansas. Our elected leaders 
and candidates deserve it -- and the future success of our communities 
depends on it. We are the only statewide organization committed to building 
and empowering Arkansans across the state with the electoral tools they need 
to shape how their communities are governed. We do this by implementing 
data-driven, proven voter outreach and turnout campaigns; by developing 75 
capable and strong County Parties; and by providing the infrastructure and 
election-to-election experience needed for our candidates from day one of their 
campaigns through victory on Election Day.
 
We are ready to rise to this challenge and establish a new mantle for Arkansas 
Democrats.

O U R  PA R T Y ’ S  G O A L S 

REBUILDING &
SUSTAINING 
OUR PARTY
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Work That Matters & Building To Win

Our Purpose-Driven Goals

Restablish Heart of 
the Party, our monthly 
sustaining donor program

Bust supermajorities in AR 
House and Senate 

We can’t operationalize our 
electoral goals without sustained 
funding. Our war chest can’t be 
built by one single donor, but it 
is up to each one of us to do our 
part. Our signature Heart of the 
Party program is being re-tooled 
and re-launched as our driving 
funding source. We are focused 
on the growth of this program. 

We must hold 29 seats under 
pressure and flip 6 seats under 
the newly drawn Legislative 
maps. These are acheivable, 
scaleable, and meaningful wins. 
They shape our path forward and 
earn real-world power over state 
budget decisions by ending three-
quarters rule.

Party to County 
Deliverables in a box

HOUSE SENATE

Increase support to 
candidates and increase 
candidate recruitment

The state Party must take 
responsibility for equipping 
both new and existing county 
parites with the tools to succeed 
and sustain themselves. We 
are the only organization in 
Arkansas with this network and 
responsibility.

Our Party can make the 
difference for candidates at all 
levels. We must be in a position to 
effectively support our candidates 
-- especially where the margins 
are close and the signficance is 
great. We must be there for those 
who step up to run for office and 
to lift up Arkansas.

Restore Operational 
Integrity to the Party

The path forward is built on a 
firm foundation of accountability, 
transparency, and trust. We are 
committed to this core central 
tenant and are dedicated to 
respecting your voice.

WE KNOW  HOW TO PUT THE PIECES OF OUR 
PARTY IN PLACE TO  PERFORM BIG IN 2022.
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Pathway to Progress
G O A L S

Arkansas  Democrats have a clear path to earn the trust 
and turnout of voters. Our first great challenge is the 2022 
election, but our mission is long-term. We are the only 
organization int the state committed to this election-to-e-
lection work.

 
 Expertise and analysis from succesful organizing work done in states 
like Georgia, and closer to home in districts like Springdale, show us a 
clear path to victory across Arkansas’s diverse communities. 
 
Running targeted, data-driven field campaigns sustained for the long run 
is essential and within our reach. Funding this is a prerequisite to electo-
ral victory in the short and long term for Arkansas Democrats. We know 
that successful parties are built on sustained monthly donor programs 
like Heart of the Party. It’s one of our fastest areas of growth. Establishing 
this program is key to implenting any of our goals and must be our cen-
tral priority.

We need to take advantage of 
the tremendous gains our party 
has already made by giving our 
candidates the resources they 
need.

Democratic vs. 
Republican 
growth from 
2016 in 2020 
in Arkansas’s 
largest and fastest 
growing counties

Our Elected 
Leaders 

Rep. Tippi McCullough
House Minority Leader

Tippi McCullough has been a fearless champi-
on of progressive values in the Arkansas Leg-
islature. She’s a retired educator of three dec-
ades in rural, urban, private, and public schools 
in Arkansas. She lives with her wife Barbara in 
Little Rock.

Rep. Monte Hodges
Legislative Black Caucus Chair

Monte Hodges has emerged as a leading voice 
for Arkansas during high-profile debates in the 
Legislature. Hodges serves his community as a 
minister and works in community banking. He 
and his family live in Mississippi County, one of 
the top steel producing counties in the nation.

WITH RESOURCES, WE CAN WIN.

Sen. Keith Ingram
Senate Minority Leader

Keith Ingram is a veteran statesman serving in 
the Arkansas Senate. Ingram hails from West 
Memphis, where he previously held the office 
of mayor, and where his family has built deep 
roots and successeful hometown businesses.

In the next couple of cycles, we will 
be able to target and sway many 
new voters if we have the resources 
to reach them. In all of our priority 
legislative targets, there are more 
than enough Democrats to move the 
needle from Red to Blue. 

BE
N
TO

N

W
A
SH

IN
GT
O
N

SA
LI
N
E

PU
LA
SK
I

FA
U
LK

N
ER

23
.7

%

14
.6

%

9.
93

%

9.
26

%

7.
09

%

139,593 Likely Democrats
didn’t vote in 2018.

98,898 Likely Democrats
didn’t vote in 2020.
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Our foundation must be strong 
and sustainable for us to im-
plement the programs needed 
to change the fact that Arkan-
sas is 49th in voter turnout and 
40th in voter registration. The 

stakes are high. Our Legislature is dismantling 
our budget, focusing their efforts on targeting 
women and minorities, and content to let our 
state’s economic engines and future falter. 
 
We’re facing the unpleasant reality that Donald 
Trump’s greatest enabler and mouthpiece is 
using our state as a platform to spread their 
message of hate and division across the na-
tion.  We must be ready and equipped to play 
our part in this political battle for the soul of 
our nation and future of our state in 2022 and 
beyond.

Become an
investor in
the party.

Thank you to Carroll County - Greene County - Clay County - Howard County - 
Lafayette County - Sebastian County - Faulkner County - Saline County - Prairie 
County - Hot Spring County - Columbia County - Randolph County - Pulaski County 
- Senior Democrats - Arkansas Federation of Democratic Women - Izard County - 
Washington County - Boone County - Jefferson County - St. Francis County - White 
County - Arkansas Democratic Black Caucus - Craighead County - Clark County - 

Arkansas County - Grant County - Benton County - Drew County - 
Faulkner County Democratic Women

Our Elected 
Leaders 

AUXILIARIES AND COUNTY PARTIES STEP UP

One-time
Investment:

The growth and success of this small dollar 
donor program is the most important ingre-
dient to the long term viability of our elec-
toral organizing mission. Heart of the Party 
is our monthly sustained donor program.  
 
We are building a new culture of political par-
ticipation in Arkansas and that includes em-
bracing long-term, regular funding programs. 
We are excited about the potential and growth 
of Heart of the Party.

During the brief time Chair Tennille & Vice Chair Hart have been in office to-
gether, our County Parties have -- on their own -- joined together to contribute 
an unprecedented level of support to our state party. We are deeply grateful of 
this and the recognition of the role the state party can play in pushing the enve-

Many monthly donors also choose to con-
tribute one-time investments in the party to 
meet immediate needs, to meet calls to ac-
tion, and generally to provide the contribu-
tions necessary to get large projects done.  
 
These are incredibly valued and important 
contributions to the future of the party and 
often come from those who have the most and 
served our state in a host of ways. These dona-
tions can make or break the difference on im-
portant campaign and operational goals.

CONTRIBUTE ON ACTBLUE MAIL IN A CHECK

Join 
Heart of 
the Party

SEND CHECKS TO 
1300 W. Captiol Ave
Little Rock, AR 72201

Heart of the
Party:

secure.actblue.com/donate/heartoftheparty2122
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RUN FOR OFFICE
IN ARKANSAS:

BE A VOLUNTEER:

SCAN HERE or

SCAN HERE or

arkdems.org/take-
action/volunteer

arkdems.org/take-
action/run-for-
something

PAID FOR BY THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF ARKANSAS 
NOT AUTHORIZED BY ANY CANDIDATE OR COMMITTEE

DONATE:

BUILD THE PARTY. 
BUILD THE BENCH. 
WIN THE FUTURE.

SCAN HERE or

secure.actblue.com/
donate/heartofthe
party2122


